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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Volunteers help launch Faculty and Staff Campaign
A newly formed Advisory Cabinet launched Grand Valley's 2005-06
Faculty and Staff Campaign with two Kickoff Breakfasts last week.
More than 130 faculty and staff members volunteered for the campaign
this year, doubling last year's attendance .
The annual Faculty and Staff Campaign was established in 1983 by
Mary Seeger as an organized effort to encourage giving back to the
university. Now retired , Seeger continues to serve as a member of the
campaign 's Advisory Cabinet.
"I believe in investing my time, my efforts, my talents, and my money
in the pl ace that is more than just my employment," Seeger said. "For
many faculty and staff, this is a very direct way to see that they ' re
influencing students ' lives."
The Advisory Cabinet, comprised of fac ulty and staff members, is
co-chaired by Paul Piatkowski and Wendy Wenner. The comm ittee
includes Jann Joseph , David Lehker, Tammy Momber, Joel Orosz,
Toni Postema, Nanette Reynolds, Mark Schaub, Seeger, Mike Spofford ,
Paul Stephenson , Valerie Stoelzel and Mary Ann Watters.
The cabinet set a goal of 50 percent participation for this year's campaign. Piatkowski said last year GVSU fac ulty and staff gave to 171 different funds.
"Thi s speaks very clearly to the diversity of our interests," he said. "We
each see different needs and we choose to give because we sincerely
want to do what we can to address those needs."
Volunteers will be visiting co-workers in their departments to share

Across Campus

Volunteers at the Allendale (top photo) and Pew Grand Rapids
campuses launch the Faculty and Staff Campaign.

information about the campaign. Some departments still are in need of a
volunteer. Faculty or staff members who are interested in helping can
contact Bob Papp , Annual Giving manager, at pappr@gvsu.edu or
xl6606.

···-------------------------Students dine with deans

leaders. Jennifer Moss , WOOD-TV 8 news
anchor, served as the evening's emcee.

More than 200 Grand Valley State University
minority students dined with dean s, professors
and community leaders during a unique ann ual
event to celebrate the students' academic
achievements.

AWRI offers winter
semester internship

The third annual Dinner with the Deans on
November 2 was sponsored by Grand Valley's
Office of Multicultural Affairs.

Photo by Courtney New bauer

Fred Antczak, dean of the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, hands a certificate to a student at Dinner with the Deans November 2.
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Participating students have grade point averages of 3.5 or higher and were named to the
university's dean 's li st last semester.
Students also met area business and education

The Robert B . Anni s Water Resources Institute
is offering a competitive wi nter semester
internship.
The internship , made possible by a gift
from the late Mr. Herbert L. VanderMey, wi ll
be awarded to a Grand Valley student majoring in the sciences , including engineering,

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
academic community. The workshop will be presented by Barbara
Gottesmann , chair of the Department of Educational Leadership at San Jose
State University and author of Peer Coaching for Educators.

continued from page I
computer, health, natural resource management, or physical sciences. The
stipend is $1,500.

Ed Baum, professor of chemistry and director of CESME, said the workshop will be attended by college and university faculty from across the
nation who are participating in an NSF-supported program to introduce
process-oriented guided-inquiry instruction into the college curriculum .

An application is posted online at www.gvsu.edu/wri (click on "available
positions"). The deadline for applications is December 12.

NPR's Diane Rehm visits WGVU
Season tickets available for basketball

Diane Rehm , host
of "The Diane
Rehm Show" on
National Public
Radio, spoke to
more than 170
when she visited
Grand Valley on
October 31 .

The first home games for the Laker men's and women's basketball teams
are November 15 against Goshen and Calvin colleges, respectively.
Season tickets for 17 home dates are available for purchase through the
Athletic Department; the cost is $90. A five-game flexible package (buy
four games, get the fifth free) is $24. Call xl3741 for more information .

Before her evening
presentation , Rehm
toured the WGVU
Photo courtesy of WGVU
studios and taped
Fred Martino interviews Diane Rehm on the set of
WGVU 's 'Newsmakers. ' The show will air November interviews for the
"Morning Show"
16 and 20.
on WGVU Radio
and "Newsmakers" on WGVU TV. She then attended a VIP reception
with WGVU members and listeners. Rehm's Newsmakers interview will
air on November 16, at 6 p.m ., and November 20, at 10:30 a.m.

Halloween spirit

Photo courtesy of Vicky Powers

The winners of the third
annual
Financial
Aid
Pumpkin Carving Contest are
pictured; from left to right
are Peggy Moore, Maureen
Hosteter, Mark Chapman and
Wendy Johnston. Faculty and
students voted for t heir
favorite pumpkin; the pumpkins were then taken to an
Allendale nursing home.

CESME hosts peer coaching workshop
Grand Valley's Center for Excellence in Science and Mathematics
Education will hold a workshop on peer coaching at the Pew Grand
Rapids Campus on Saturday, November 12.
Peer coaching, a five-step process for observing, giving feedback, and
coaching a peer, is an effective way of providing support for faculty
attempting to adopt new and advanced teaching methods and of building
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and

Connie Ingham
Academic coordinator

biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-331-222 1.
Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
Other publications by the News and
Information Services Office include:

GVNOW

As academic coordinator for the Biology
Department for more than seven years, Connie
Ingham knows how an academic department functions. And as a 12-year student at GVSU , she also
understands the impact administrators, faculty and
staff can have on a student's college experience.
Ingham began taking classes at Grand Valley in the
early '70s , intent on majoring in philosophy. She
didn ' t complete her degree. "Then my daughter
graduated from high school in 1993 and I told her
she couldn't get her college degree until I got mine.
It was an ongoing joke between us," Ingham said.

classroom, and
said she has no
plans to quit
anytime soon. "I
feel fortunate to
have constant
opportunities to
learn through
lectures, seminars, and those
around me.
GVSU has made
my world a
whole lot bigConnie Ingham
ger," she said. "I
can't overstate how much I value my education."

To see video features and daily campus news ,
visit Grand Valley's online publication,
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu.

GRAND VALLEYll

Ingham returned to Grand Valley to study English
but decided to take one philosophy class just for fun.
Now 12 years later, with bachelor's degrees in philosophy and English (1997) and history (2004), she
is still indulging a passion for learning.

Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu .edu/gvmagazine.

Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution .

Ingham pursues knowledge both in and out of the

For four years, Ingham has been an active member
of the Women 's Commission.
Ingham enjoys a number of hobbies , including
traveling to art museums and historical sites , completing needlepoint, fabric art and home improvement projects .
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What's Ahead
Professionals of Color
series features
two lectures
Two lectures planned this week will continue
the Professionals of Color Series, sponsored by
the Office of Multicultural Affairs.
Joseph L. White, a pioneer in the field of Black
psychology, will speak today, from 5-6:30 p.m.,
in the Cook-DeWitt Center. White 's lecture ,
"The Problems of Race in Society," concludes
his campus visits. He was the keynote speaker
at the Counseling Center's seminar on
November 4.
Financial journalist and author Kelvin Boston
will discuss , "Who's Afraid to be a
Millionaire?" on Thursday, November 10, from
6-7:30 p.m., in the Eberhard Center. His presentation is co-sponsored by the Seidman College
of Business .

Boston , author of Smart Money Moves For
African Americans, believes that financial education is the key that unlocks the doors to
financial success. He is also executive producer
and host of PBS' Moneywise with Kelvin
Boston .
For more information on either lecture, call
OMA at x12177.

Challenge set to avoid
holiday weight gain
To help faculty and staff members avoid gaining additional pounds during the holidays,
Work Life Connections is sponsoring a holiday
weight challenge .
Participants will weigh-in three times between
November 11 and January 16. The cost to participate in the challenge is $10. Employees who
are within 2 pounds of weigh-in amounts or
lose weight will receive $5 back; the remaining

$5 will be given to a suggested charity. For
more information, or to participate, contact
Kara Lucas at lucaska@gvsu.edu.

Program focuses on
workplace diversity
A program co-sponsored by Work Life
Connections and Positive Black Women will
focus on diversity in the workplace and how it
impacts personal relationships .
"Racial Diversity: The Diversity in You" is
scheduled for Monday, November 14, from
noon- I: 30 p .m. in the Kirkhof Center, Pere
Marquette Room. Melta Travis-Johnson, senior
employee assistance consultant at Encompass,
will be the speaker.
Register for the event by November 9 by visiting www.gvsu.edu/worklife. Participants are
encouraged to bring their lunches; beverages
and cookies will be provided.
Scotland, and the United States. Along
with his expertise and experience, he
brings a rare opportunity to view
authentic Caribbean theater in West
Michigan. His attention to detail
includes coaching the cast in Bahamian
dialect, which differs from the guttural
Barbados language and the familiar
Jamaican sound.

Bahamian signature play
to be performed on campus
The annual diversity theater production at Grand Valley features a guest
director from the Bahamas, Philip A. Burrows, who will direct the signature play of Bahamian Theatre, You Can Lead a Horse to Water, by
Winston V. Saunders.
Performances are November 11 , 12, 17, 18, and 19 at 7:30 p.m. and
November 13 at 2 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts
Center. General admission is $12; $10 for alumni, faculty, staff and seniors; $6 for students. Tickets are available in person at the Box Office,
located in the PAC, Mondays through Fridays, from noon to 5 p.m. and
one hour prior to performances. Tickets may also be purchased with a
service fee through Star Tickets Plus by calling 616-222-4000, visiting
www.starticketsplus.com, or purchasing from a Star Tickets outlet.
An opportunity to discuss the production with Saunders and Burrows
will take place after the November 12 production, followed by a reception. A Grand Valley faculty panel discussion about the social issues
addressed in the play will follow the November 17 performance.

Burrows has acted, taught and directed extensively in the Bahamas,

Photo by Courtney Newbauer

"I hope to impart on the cast and audiences the Bahamas beyond the postcard
pictures most tourists have," said
Burrows. "Not just in the context of
this play, but to see it as a place with a
rich cultural heritage."

Philip A. Burrows discusses
the play 'You Can lead a
Horse to Water' with a class. The play centers on the murder trial of a
21-year-old man. The four main characIt begins November 11.

ters are Mother, Son, Lawyer and Old
Fool, who does not speak. The remaining characters are various witnesses, relatives and lovers who also act as Jury and Chorus. Flashbacks during the young man's murder trial explore family dynamics and social
crises.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Roger Moiles , instructor of political science,
was interviewed by WOOD-AM for stories
about federal indictments against Lewis Libby
and, possibly, Karl Rove.
Jefferson Baum, associate professor of dance ,
was interviewed by WGVU Radio about
"Dance Stars of the New Millennium IV."
Elena Lioubimtseva , assistant professor of
geography and planning, was interviewed by
WGVU Radio for a story about her research on
the effects of the breakup of the former Soviet
Union on Asian countries.
Veta Tucker , associate professor of English,
appeared on "To the Point," a WOOD-TV
Channel 8 news program, and was interviewed
about the legacy and impact of Rosa Parks.

William Byl, director of the Public Policy
Institute, was interviewed by WXMI-TV
Channel 17 for a story about term limits and the
potential impact of a part-time Legislature.

Alan Bell, associate professor of communications, was interviewed by the Chicago Tribune
for a story about the Internet and the golden age
of radio.

John C. Taylor , associate professor of marketing , was interviewed by the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel about his research on the economic
impact of traffic flows on the Great Lakes and
St. Lawrence Seaway.

Alex Nikitin, assistant professor of biology,
was interviewed by WGVU Radio about his
past studies in the Ukraine.

Kevin den Dulk , assistant professor of political
science, was interviewed by WKZO-AM and
WZZM-TV Channel 13 about Samuel Alito's
nomination to the Supreme Court.

Rita Kohrman, assistant librarian, presented a
preliminary report of her sabbatical at a
Education Curriculum Interest Group
Roundtable of the Academic and Research
Library Division of Michigan Library
Association at Hope College. Her sabbatical
study looks at the 24 curriculum materials centers in Michigan colleges and universities .

Karen Meyers , assistant director of the
Regional Science and Math Center, was interviewed by WGVU Radio about Super Science
Saturday.

Sketches

continues on page 4
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

Wed., Nov. 9

Mon., Nov. 7

12 noon-2 p.m.: Retirement Planning Seminar.
250 KC. Call x 12215 for registration information.

12 noon-12:50 p.m.: History Colloquium.
Patriarchy, Gender and the Noble Mistress in
Early Modem Spain, by Grace Coolidge. 1119
MAK. Call x13298 for more information.
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: Colloquia Series. The
Consummate Amateur: Wayne Booth's
Legacy of Loving Engagement, by Fred
Antczak. 101 LHH. Call x13405 for more
information.
1-4 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
Problem Solving Skills for Leaders II. 123
CHS . Call x12215 for registration information.
5-6:30 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture
Series . The Problems of Race in Society, by
Joseph White. CDC. Call xl2177 for more
information.
7-9 p.m.: Middle East Studies Lecture. Life and
Education in Bethlehem and the West Bank,
by Bishara Awad. Loosemore Auditorium ,
DEV. Call xl3184 for more information.

Tues., Nov. 8
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Workplace
Communication Workshop. How to Organize
a Presentation. Holland Meijer Campus . Call
x 17180 for registration information.
4:30-8 :30 p.m.: Regional Math and Science
Workshop Series. Exploring Einstein's
Universe, Session 1 of 3. 303 HRY. Call
x 12515 for registration information.
5:30-7:30 p.m.: Retirement Planning Seminar.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12215
for registration information.
6-9 p.m.: Auditions for GVSU production of Eve
Ensler's "The Vagina Monologues ." 51 KC.
Call xl2748 for more information .

12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters , KC. Call
xl2204 for more information.

Veta Tucker , associate professor of English,
presented a paper, "Secret Weapons: Black
Women Insurgents on Abolitionist
Battlegrounds," at the Gendered Resistance
Symposium at Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio.
Biology faculty members Christopher Dobson
and Stephen Burton conducted a workshop on
natural selection, microevolution and genetic
drift at the National Association of Biology
Teachers National Convention in Milwaukee.

3:30-5 p.m.: History Department Lecture.
Karma: the Law of Cause and Effect, by
Venerable Khensur Rinpoche. Pere Marquette
Room , KC .

Thurs., Nov. 10

4:30-7 p.m.: UClub hosts Game Night.
University Club Room, DEV. Call x13592 for
more information.

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p .m.: Leadership Development
Workshop: Communication with Others.
Holland Meijer Campus . Call xl7180 for registration information.

7:30 p.m.: GVSU Theatre presents, "You Can
Lead a Horse to Water." LAT, PAC. Call
xl2300 for ticket information.

12 noon: Arts at Noon. Cellist Steven Doane and
Pianist Barry Snyder. Call xl3484 for more
information.

8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series . Faculty Brass
Quintet. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call
xl3484 for more information.

3-5 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. Using Problems and
Puzzles in Teaching , presented by Ron
Garrett. 104 KC. Call xl3498 for more information .
4-6 p.m.: Celebration of Antonio Herrera's 33
years at GVSU. East Gallery, EC. Call
x16250 for more information.
4-8 p.m.: Clinical Lab Science/Radiologic and
Imaging Sciences Open House. 440 CHS .
Call x15990 for more information.
6-7:30 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture
Series . Who's Afraid to be a Millionaire? by
Kelvin Boston . Second Floor, EC.

Sat., Nov. 12
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Theatre presents, "You Can
Lead a Horse to Water." LAT, PAC.
8 p.m.: Faculty Brass Ensemble. CDC.

Sun., Nov. 13
2 p.m.: GVSU Theatre presents , "You Can Lead
a Horse to Water." LAT, PAC .
7 p.m.: Counseling Center Fireside Chat. Mental
Health Awareness. 204 STU . Call xl3266 for
registration information .

Fri., Nov. 11

Sports

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters, 107E
DEV. Call x17337 for more information.

Fri., Nov. 11

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Business Roundtable
Luncheon. The Power of Storytelling in
Business , by Nancy Skinner of Varnum
Consulting . Meijer Regency Room , DEV.
Call x17100 for registration information .

6:30 p.m.: Men and women's swimming host
Lewis University.

1-2 p.m.: History Department Lecture. Tibetan
Buddhism: Wisdom and Compassion, by

2 p.m.: Men and women's swimming host
Ashland University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 3

Venerable Khensur Rinpoche . Pere Marquette
Room , KC. Call xl3614 for more information.

Sat., Nov. 12

···---------------------------

Martha Moore , accountant, received the 200405 Area Governor of the Year Award in District
62 from Toastmasters International.
Edward Aboufadel , professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, "Adventures in
Mathematical Modeling: Predicting Gas Prices
and Detecting Forged Handwriting," at Aquinas
College for its Contemporary Science Seminar
Series . He also gave a presentation, "Problem
Solving Strategies for the Michigan Mathematics
Prize Competition ," at the Michigan Council of
Teachers of Mathematics Midwest Regional
Conference.

Esther Billings , associate professor of mathematics , co-presented two sessions, "Using
Pictorial Growth Patterns to Explore Exponential
Relationships in the Middle School Classroom"
and "Using Pictorial Growth Patterns to Explore
Exponential Relationships in the Elementary
School Classroom" at the Michigan Council of
Teachers of Mathematics Midwest Regional
Conference.
Charlene Beckmann , professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, "Literature and Song
Functions," at the Michigan Council of Teachers
of Mathematics Midwest Regional Conference .

Delivering
News & Information Services
is a unit of the University
Relations Division. NIS staff
members provide a variety of
services and products to tell the
Grand Valley story to audiences
within the university and those
reached through mass media.
Congressman Vern Ehlers, right, speaks at an
NIS-supported news conference.

NIS services include:
• Media Relations/News Releases
• Photography Services
• Crisis Communications
• Media Training
• Event Support
• Live Webcasting
• Videography
The News and Information Services Office is responsible
for the uni versity 's crisis communications plan.
Pictured is the 2004 mock disaster drill.
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Forum
A newsletter for faculty and staff members and retirees. Sketches can be
sent via e-mail to forum@gvsu .edu, or completed online at
www.gvsu.edu/forum. Calendar listings and items for Across Campus or
What's Ahead, can be sent via e-mail to forum@gvsu.edu. Submissions
should be sent by Tuesday preceding the Monday publication date.

Grand Valley Magazine
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly for the university
community. It includes profiles, features, research news and news
about alumni and campus events. Visit its Web site at
www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.

"'el Success Stories
Located on Grand Valley's homepage, Success Stories tell
the unique accomplishments of students, faculty and staff
members and alumni. To submit a suggestion, visit the Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/successstory.

-t GVNow
Video features like "Around Grand Valley" and daily campus
news reports are housed within Grand Valley's online publication,
GVNow, found at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. An archive of past news
releases is also available.

-t Sources Guides
The Grand Valley Sources Guide is an online topical
arrangement of Grand Valley faculty and staff members
who can serve as sources for reporters in search of
commentary on breaking news stories or subjects for
features. It can be accessed by visiting
www.gvsu.edu/sources. To be included as a source, send
contact information to Brian J. Bowe at boweb @gvsu.edu.

Arts and Events Calendars

I-IoruzoNs

Published biannually, the calendars list arts
and cultural events for the campus community.
To submit an event, send information to Mary
Pirkola at pirkolam @gvsu.edu.
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NEWS &: INFORMATION
260 Lake Michigan Hall
(616) 331-2221 phone
(6 16) 331-2250 fax

Horizons reports new developments and directions at
Grand Valley and is mailed to members of the Grand
Valley University Foundation and other friends and
supporters. Published quarterly, it is also available
online at www.gvsu.edu/development.

NIS Staff
Mary Eilleen Lyon
Assistant Vice President for
News and Information Services
lyonme@gvsu.edu

NIS Assistant
Sherry Bouwman
bouwmans@gvsu.edu

Communication Specialists
Dottie Barnes
barnesdo@gvsu.edu
Brian J. Bowe
boweb@gvsu.edu
Michele Coffill
coffillm@gvsu.edu
Mary lsca Pirkola
pirkolam@gvsu.edu

Photography Manager
Bernadine Carey Tucker
careyb@gvsu.edu
Photographer
Courtney Newbauer
newbauco@gvsu.edu

